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INING FOR BIG GAME HOW

Greal Mortars Ready! , g
To Kain Shell on | S5
Invaders e

By LAURENCE REDINGTON.
in Hawalbh and a good |
.Jrtunate as (o

Louryvne
Inany people not so
live s hawal,, know that Diamond
Mead is a rortilied rock. bdome of
these people know that, sbheitered be-
Bind the crater and Irowning pali of | £5
the old voicano, a midftar battery u!
mistoll, Bua walle seme "have a falr,
working idea of what mortars arel
“there are sl some wao contuse the
term with tne bullding trades and col-
g: headgear. I

A mortar is a dock-talled cannon'
that locks as though it had grown
suddenly ricn Aad suet.a (o av
Gudiniaute Trom the old village. It
carries its nose in the air perpetually,
and has & trick Of JooKing over peu-
Mt b ueads and then dropping some- 4
thung ou them. Mortars won't look
au enemy straight m the eye, as big
guns wiill, but lie out of sight in pits,
And Mase toelr attacks via the back
duor. ’ )

‘I'here are eight mortars in the Dia- |
mond Head battery, logdted In two
adjacent pits just above Fort Ruger
itselt. ‘Hewn' out of ‘the solill rock at
Lhe very crest of the headiand, is the
munm-uum station, where are lo-

' M ‘the delicate instruments used
“urack” a- hostile yessel ‘and to
iHn.kls the calculations ds to its exact
ition at the end of the known in-

I that it takes to fire the piece,
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that mmlnds me, ‘me of a funny thing that Captain Charles A. . Clarie, C. A.‘&.

ned tt Fort Carey a year or o & min of many titles and varieslr dJ,l‘-
The*range officer had been ties, was in charge of the ocean’ c@ ‘
‘on the tug in practise, and’ 'of the shooting. .For the time of 1

wllm tue firing came along he lor;ot tise he was assistant to the Chisf

s is m and, out of ha kept his l’lltﬂl‘ umpire, Lieut. Col. Archibald" | '
mon ke a ©n the tug umud of the target, bell, and it up to him to see that the
was -a spl Mm mmmsmmdlonuuonwmmm.f
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r pre , He had to putetm ‘

thl but it hld been and overs, but had no'l;llln‘ y’
m it w&lﬁ ‘have seht the laferal deflection, “w ch

ritllt-{n the bottom. Funny wecasured by an officer in the awon

; make, wasn't Jg?" Capt. Clarke 1s Totable. for his win-

"Owiu. mmmy " 1 answered pning sgitle,: his thick spectaclesand

“That offieer does pig of general informatioms>all

happen to be stationed bere, does of it useful and most of it interesting.

‘Ho, is district artillery englnoer. dis-

le gave the requisite assurance, and trict ordnance officer, ofticer in charge

mw me with the informa- of fire control installation, and’ hu
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THE MEN BEHIND THE MORTARS.
' ‘Captain Johnson (right), assistant battery commmder, and Lieutenant
» Wiliams, %

prat&tlse, to check on each other, and red nnq. Naturally the ntmlua.n-
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shots, thelr greatest difficulty be- one visiting card.
slwntlu short, or over the target. ' Apout Rakes.
500 yards of tow-!

25§
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didn 't seem to be hunting
es to witness their wills, I took
and was at the navy dock'
¥y at 1 o'clock Wednesday aft-
‘ernoon, in guest of “copy” and some
new sensations. :
' 8hooting Conditions Ideal.

On this second day of the practise
the conditions for shooting were ideal.
The atmosphere was clear, and there
were no drifting fog wreaths over the
ocean to complicate .the difficulties

s of observation from the station, and
to blur the signals that must be in-
terchanged between ship and shore to
put the urget across the proper rauge
of fire.

The Navajo had been turhed over to
the arnty by Admiral Cowled for.the
practise, and as her skipper, Chiet
Gunner Babson, Bas had plenty: of
eiperience at target towing, the"Coast
Artillerymen were fortunate in this
respect. Besides, after towing the big
30x60 material targets that are used
for naval practise, and for the big,
guns of coast defense batteries, the'
 Jittle ten-foot triamgular affair used

" said an to mark the cefter of the. imaginary

otﬂoerotmymmm when circle which means a hit, is child's’

were all right.

é

ttial atmosphere.

on;e called loudly for when I ha
sticking round the deck £
nteun
1 asked
Clarke produced the implement
told us all about lt. A range
seoms, is used to"measure the

which the projectile makes.
a Vvery impressive . looking

to pass it with bated breath for

the teeth of a real rake.

to a deflection of five yards.

' mortars were very good for gther titles too numerous. to put o

The captain jumped aboard the Na+
vajo.and, after nodding a collectiv .
greeting, asked if the “range rllke

This was stumper No. 1, for Q.ny
sort of a rake carried a stmnge‘ly 28
ricultural note which was out of tune|
with nautical surroundings and n_lm'-
; The only thing like
it 1 ever heard of aboard ship “Was

a “land ho,” which a man up a qnbt

for an explanation, and [ﬁ

e

between the tfarget and the sﬂn
It 48n’t | through the chinmnel and began to

instru-
ment, and onme doesn't feel impelled | Head, Captain?

of putting it out of adjustment:* in
faot, it's nothing more than a wooden
bow gun, with the cross piece stum station’ to. the tug by flag wig-wag
with small nails, for ail the'world Tike{ from the top 6f Diamond Head.

The observer picks up this gumand | the numbers on account of the back-
sights it dead on the target. It s 80
graduated with relation to the length | would go behind the head, and then
of the towline that each tooth is equal | ohly a white flag could be seen. The

when a shot is, fired each man levels wouldn't' change flags all the time, gnd
hip rake on the target, with hig eye as the result the messages were all
glted to the rear sight. The projec-, mixed uv.
tile falls with a mighty splash that “This year we're using something
sends the water thirty feet or so in brand new,” continued the captain.
the air. If the splash is opposite the We are using flashes from the 60-
third tooth on the right hand cross inch searchlights to transmit signals,
arm;of the instrument, the:shot has and they seem to work all right. The
fallen short by fifteen yards. The war department has just gotten out a
Mpge rake is about the easiest in- . code of ten signals for tagget practice,
strument to understand that | ever and we're trying them out. Then, if
had explained to me, and an experi- necessary, we can change and send
‘ence which ranges from the latestim- messages in the MYEI' code, or In
provement in astronomical photogra- Morse:
PRy to a mouse trap which saves the “We were well off Diamond Head
lﬂlehe by jerking it out of reach the and. probably five miles from shore,
$moment the door shuts on the mouse, whef: a thrilling ‘rescue at sea’ was
the patent on whicli I once had offered performed. The U. 8. Engineer's
to ‘me for one dollar Mex., makes me launch Hilo bad come out to see the
a qualified judge. funil :d the little boat g‘u g:mnig
suc avy weather of it that Capta
Sigmu W Pahechimghte:: Babson offered to tranship the only
As ‘the Navajo threaded its way juvenile member of the party, a little’
girl who lost all her ardor for a life
on the ocean wave, and several other
things, during the voyage. The trann-'
fer was made without incident or ae- f
cident.” |
Some Maneuvering. i
“It's no easy matter to get a target’

gseas off ‘Diamond
larke gave. some in-

teresting sidelights on' signaling.
Y ast year,” paid the captain, “they
iled, or tried to signal from the

huck the cho

It
was almost impossible to make out

exactly in the right zone for target
practice and tow it smoothly across.
Whatever the tug does is just the op-|
posite of whaf's wanted ashore, it
seems. | learned that one cardinal
rule for a successful target practice is
for everyone ashore to ‘cuss out’ the
towing and everything connected with
it, and lay the blame for all misses on

| round, for one moment a dark cloud

mt moment & white cloud would
sailing by, and the only thing

-
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= 5 ,tum-ul “him: of that fadt. ~Well, play to handle.

W e T T D RS SRR

Seven Room and Bath Bungalow, just completed, on Bates
Street. Lot contains 8000 square feet.

Six Room and Bath Bungalow on Bates Street.
finished in two weeks, on lot 60x100.

Will he

Four Bedroom Home on Boyd Lane, off Luso Street.

Terms can be arranged if desired

Oliver G. Lansn
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‘ever devised.”

' the tug, while, to play the game right

the men on the tug have to be equally
censorious of the ‘boneheads’ ashore.’
who ‘don’t know what they want from |
one minute to the next' This is an
unwritten regulation, and no target |
practice can go off without the dis-
pute.

“We left the navy dock at 1 oclock,I
‘and it was nearly 3 before the search-| ‘
light at the Kupikipikio station began
to dazzle us with conversation. Re- |
ceiving signals from a 60-inch light
is like being the target for a hundred '
small boys armed with hand irrors |
on a bright day. There's no question
of seeing the light, and if the beam |
is properly trained on the tug, the new
method of signaling is about the bes!
Shooting Commences.

Dot-dot-dot-dash, came the firs:
message, three short flashes and <
long oné. A hasty consuitation of the |
code card showed that this meant “in- |
cline to starboard.” Captain Clarke
pulled the whistle cord to show the
signal was understood, and hmmnel
Captain Babson's very lively terrier, |
let off four staccato barks. That was!
the program for the next half hour,
zuing the oppormmtx for the requis-
ite “cussing out” process. We “inclin-
ed to starboard” as per signals until’
we had made a couple of complete
turns. Captain Clarke pulled the
whistle cord until he blistered his |
hand, and Jimmie barked himself into
a frenzy.

Finally a red flag was- run up (o

_ the staff on top of Diamond Head, |
. showing that t.he battety was ready m answered with,

| they've made the

“The "0 Splash”

“When the shot is fired the flag will
be dropped,” explained Captain Clarke.
“They will fire four trial shots first to
get a line on the wind drift, and when
necegsary correc-
tions will be ready to get us on the
range.”’

We saw only one of the trial shot=
fall, as the fire was directed at a pecint
in the water possibly a mile off our
port hand. Just before the trial fir-
ing started, though, the liner Mammn‘
blundered into the field of fire, and
tied the practice up for another half

. hour, while she scurried out of range.

Finally the tug was headed due east
in the proper zone, and the signal
ve that the battery would com-

| menge ﬁuu.f
| Shots Really Shriek.

Up went a red flag on the Navajo,
as a combined signal of danger to
other craft and to let the battery know
that all was ready aboard. Up went
the red flag on Diamond Head. and
then after a moment of intense watch-
ing. it came fluttering down again.

Captain Clarke and his two assist-

| ants grabbed their range rankes and
| made threatening gestures at the tar-

get. The camera man, who, by the
way. is 2 most important personage,
leveled his btox astern and waited re-
sults.

“How can you tell just when a shot
is coming,” I had asked Captain
Clarke previously,

“You'll hear i* nght enough." he

-sured, and the ¢
'oﬂb

MASTER GUNNER J. F. STEFFEY

Man of the C. A. C.
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on imagination for s smile, but I
if a man was sitting under a ral
bridge one thousand feet high,
fast freight pitched off the rafls
came down engine foremost and
out -uneoupling, and under full
.he noise would be something like
made by a mortar projectile.
time you read about sh
don't put tlle adjective down to ex-
aggeration.

Splash! A column of water lhot Il'
beside the bobbing target, the m
snapped, and the mathématical har-
vesters handed some rakish m
tions o Captain Clarke, who
ed that the shot was 60 yards short,

Then they began to drop at the rate
of one a minute, and only one “‘
fell outside the circle, at that
show how accurately the shooting *
gauged the fourth shot was only 7

zards short, the seventh 12, and several
came within 25. The top of the target
would have been a mighty wet seat
for anyone, and a mighty scary m
as well

“Eight hits for range,” announced
Captain Clarke when the last train-
load of nome had plunged from sky
to sea. “If the deflection is as M
we’ll have a fine record.”
Pictures Important. ¢

Without accident or muam. th- 5
Navajo reeq to her m -
rival the towline M. SOTUML
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